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J c LIFE WITH A WIL D PIG
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6 s the first cry from the terrier they let their big voices
speak and came lending high over the undergrowth

Face pluutic1 down the ravine and up again find went byIdea of What ft Means to a Savage
me before I hall my horse fullY under wm9JILittle

Creature That Knows No Fear and Has the I caugbt the 80und of a crashing In the bush to the
right as IC sovorm large animals were running

Power of a Donkey Engine Behind
I

Its Razor Like Tasks there on parallel tracks and It was soon obvlons that
I
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Caught a Limb Just Above Him and J

Swinging Out of the Way of the Mad I

dened Animal-
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ONi 191i > t T do New York Herald Co All rlcliln rewrrpJl

LIEN tire great navigator and explorer Capr lain Couk made his historic voyages In the
ontlKTii latitudes he curried quantity o-

Ilvo stock for food Among the animals were
sonic large English hogs and a few of these

sere landed ou North Island of the New Zealand do-

n uIon and escaped Into the forest In one hundred
jdrf the stool has undergone a great change has ro-

rorted to a suite even wilder and fiercer than the otlg
anal one perhaps and makes the finest of big game
fhe white hu limca of the North Island call these
hogs Captalu Cooks or razorbacks and the Maorl3
name them rongotntcs

Good luck only kept me from being ripped to pieces-
by one of them In ono of the hunts In which I partici ¬

pated ID 1901 In tho Tarauaki district and I acquired
i very wholesome respect for them as game fighters
tad dangerous opponents

Both male and female develop curved tusks
hat are both longer and sharper than those of the

famous wild boars of Europe northern Africa and
India and the beasts are larger more rangy and are
swifter I have the lusks of the one which nearly did
for me and my horse and they measure seven and one
hulC Inches on the outside while 1 have seen thorn
mounted on the bablllmgnts of Maori tohunga or
nrleriu when they measured nine Inches

While In the shoat age the wild hog Is compelled
to rip up roots turn over stones tots aside small fallen
trees and do other things that give him access to ants

R snails nuts fungi and other food and this use de-

velops the inclsore lu the lower jaw till even a two
yearold will have very presentable arms of offence
and defence

4 The older boars and sows following some natural
Instinct grind out the Inner sides of tilt triangular
tips of the tusks uuLil the points nre as sharp as the
points of I Co blades and the edges of the ground
Vortiou have a cutting capacity that Is amazing Put
ivo or three hundred pounds of ferocious brawn bo
lied a pall of tusk ground out In this fashion and
be hunter faces i very dangerous brute
Though little known to the outside world the Hporr

ig New Zealanders are very fond of this sport and
ow and then expert pig stickers from Indlp or fromrpt or the Soudan for the most part British army
leers go to New Zealand to try ho sport I have
ver heard one of them fall to admit that the Captain

ooh of North Island Is the prince of them all In a
RhL-
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years ago these pigs were found all over Ito
lund from latitude 34 south to 10 south but the
itUera are driving them away from the plantations
the Maoris have been eating great quantities of them
br food and every time n big tract is mndc the sub
jcct of lumbering operations the first thing the bush-
men are called upon to do Is to drive tho rongotutes
away It Is not pleasant to have a peaceful gang of
laborers armed only with saws and axes culled upon to
light two or three beasts of donkey engine power urnicd
around the front with hooked daggers Tho result is
that the pigs have retreated slowly to the vast tracts
of virgin bush In and about Mount Eguiout in the
Taranukl district lu the ICalmouiiwa of the Iluwkes
flay country In tho llaukumara of the Vain IJu dis-
trict

¬

around the great Lake Taupe and In the region
from Mongooul lu the extreme north south to Ota
matea

The hunting which I most enjoyed was in the wil-
derness

¬

of Tnrunnkl on the eastern slopes of Mount
Egmont between New Plymouth nod Stratford One
can always find a Captain Cook there and one cue
always get n bard ride and a good fight

Comrades of the Fray
Tho first requisite Is a strong fleet horse that la

willing to break his neck If you arc wlllbig to break
yours and tho second Is U pig bnUng dog The aver
ego fox dog or bound will turn tail before a Captain
Cook and the wolf Dud deer hounds are easy victims
for the tusks Sporting dogs nre none too plentiful In
NVvr Zonlnnd nnd if 19 rntbT r o Tlv to Import docr In
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be slashed up In tho hush so the mongrel the bush-

men call a cattle dog Is the best Ue Is the sbo of a
collie but has a short coat and a long nose that is
quite blunt at the end What his origin was I cannot
imagine but this dog Is the one that the Deep uieii i

arc using more than any other
The supposition Is that firearms are not used against-

the pigs because that would be unsportsmanlike but-
I think that the truth Is that tho busbmcn discovered
that firearms were far less effective than the spear
that every pig hunter now uses It wouldvo a won-

derful
¬

shot who could hit in a vital spot n charging
hoar surrounded by dogs with such a percentage of
certainty that he would not get ripped up In short
order

In the first place the death Is nearly always in a
dense thicket at very close quarters where firearms
are not nearly so convenient as steel blades and
where shooting from cover Is almost Impossible-

The standard weapon therefore Is the turn hi or
short spear made by lashing a bushmnns slasher to
n choice staff six feet In length The steel is about
fifteen inches long tied has the weight thrown toward
the tip which turns up with tho same hoop seen In a
Turkish slipper These are the knives with which a
Maori will fight his way through miles ot bush There
are evcu cuts that the Bkllled knife man uses In
making n path and so peculiar is the pole of the
slasher that Bushmen arc very frequently the victims-
of accidental cuts from their own knlvcsa

The day of my best light we were up before dawn
riding away from the little pa where wo had stopped
the night before after a bronlcfast of hot kumara
cakes and komoke dough mode from the dried and
powdered tern root washed down with excellent itct
from our OWD canisters

In addition to the three of us who had made up our
party in Wellington there were four Maori bushmen
on foot and three dogs two of the cattle dog sort
nnd one smaller mongrel terrier The Captain Cook
has a very peculiar odor which even nostrils dulled
by civilization can matte out easily nt some distance
even long after the pig has passed Some sbccpmcn
hud reported the day before that there were several-
on the slopes of n spur seine miles off to the north

We picked our way out of the environs of tho pa
watched by the several scores Maori Inhabitants of
the place till wo were beyond tho kuuiaru fields and
had struck the mall trail up tilt mountain Just as
the sun was corning up old Vahauul the chief guide
drfw his mat back from his left shoulder and poised
his slushier as he stood on tiptoe peering forward over
the undergrowth for au objective point When he
hind settled on our course be began to cut n path and
it was amazing to see tho ptogresn he made Wo
walked our horses slowly behind him till at lust bo
led us Into a great glade a clearing that had beau
caused by sonic forest fire two or three years before
Here we went forward and upwind rapidly for a half
tulle and then ono of the younger men stepped to the
front and begun to carve out a Trail that led to an ¬

other clearing

Seeking the Captain Cook
Now we extended slightly the Maoris taking thin

Hunks with the dogs working before us Perhaps
for half an hour we forged ahead at limo entirely-
lost to sight of each other and then suddenly old
Wuhnuul stopped lifted his head lull begun to sniff
DUO almost at tho same instant the mongrel terrier
gavo touguctiud waa our to the loft On my right
was n laid ravine and my friends were on the other
skle of It The cattle doffs were with them but at

1
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my best speed could not equal that which the game
and the dogs tt ere making Straight up the slope
went the ehnae with my friends hallolug in the rear
as they sought a place to round the rnvluc Now the
pigs had gone over the ridge and the noise of the dogs
was growing fainter 1 put spurs to my horse and
leaned low over the pommel of my English cross coun-
try

¬

saddle as 1 shot under the low boughs of the trees
only raising my head to get the proper seat when
my horse took fallen logs aud clumps of rocks-

I hud struck It wall and my horde was as glnd as
I to find clear going It was a rand mad half hours
ride with the constant danger of having my bralus
knocked out against tho limb of an overhanging tree
or of being burled against a truuk if I lost my seat
lu the Jumps When I reached the crest the dogs
had cornered a Captain Cook nbout a mile down tbo
other side of the slope and I shot ahead Now the
riding was something to make a mans hair rlso when
be thinks of It hi cold blood but with the fever of
the chase In his veins a hunter will take many
chances anti think nothing of them I remember
thinking of the difference between such a chase and
the tame riding through the gross aud brakes after
pigs In other lands where one iOermlcs the animal
and sloops and lances It or cuts short its career with
a rapier or sabre-

In a short time the growth blocked the way The
dogs told the pigs lm gone through with scarcely les-
soned

¬

speed but I wondered how they bud done It
I was hard at work with my slasher making n way

for myself to the scene of conlllct when one of tho
Maoris came up anti together we took turns In cuttine our way where hethrough to a polut could run

once more and I could mount and ride In a little

while wo were close on the dogs and following the

custom I dismounted tethering my horse to the limb

of a tree and proceeding on foot with my spear
My heart gave a great bound when I topped n rock

and saw in a sort of corner formed by a great burned
off tree and Its stump a magnificent tusker at bay

He was facing the three dogs his hind quarters in the

coign of advantage and was making short charges it
first one and then the other One of the big dogs had

n bad gash in his shoulder nnd was blooding pro-

fusely It was beautiful to sec the lightning like

swing of tho boars head as he made his little rush

and upward thrust to drive one of his curved Ivory

daggers into a dog The very action expressed the
power of the blow and gave a forecast of the execu-

tion

¬

If he struck his marl fairly
Tho Maori behind me was crying some instructions

in his native tongue but I did not heed him Instead
I advanced to In-

vite

¬swinging my spear into readiness
the charge which would nice me my opportunity

to plunge the long blade Into the particular spot be-

hind

¬

the head that would give the game Its quietus

What the Maori was saying as I afterward learned
was for me to pick my tree to climb before I made
my thrust

The Wicked Little Pig
Now the rongotuto saw his new enemy and with

a wicked little cry of rage he charged so swiftly and
so viciously that ho caught the terrier before tho dog

could sidestep anti bowled him out of the way but
In so doing diverted himself and shot by between me

and the Maori going straight for my horse The poor
helpless animal lunged back to tear loose but the
spring of the branch gave him no cnqncc of u breaking
Jerk on the strap Striking to rip the horses bank
the boar plunged Into the combat but knocked the
horses legs from under him and for an InstJint the
two rolled together In the grass Tho elasticity of

N
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I Had Missed Him-

the rij
the limb helped the horse to regain his feet and he
leaped aside a short charge giving the dugs time
to gut at tho pigs Hank and ouo of the cattle dugs
burled his teeth In the high rump causing the game
to turn charge The dogs got out of the way
the big tusker went crushing on down the slope By
this time two others of the Maoris had arrived and
one of my friends was up

I found my horse uninjured but very nearly
from fright and mounted and took up

the phase once more It was at least half hour of
terrific riding before the dogs brought the pig to bay
once more This time It was against the base of a
low cliff with a wall before U tine
Maoris were not andup though was very tired by
this time 1 set to work lo cut through to the slopebarely had got into the open space before the cliff
when old appeared and this tunic got
caution to pick out my tree It wns well that I didso We advanced to the attack he little to
the rear Separating to go around stump wo came
within the range of tbo wicked eyes of theboar busily fending the dogs Like a bolt bo
darted for WuIJolIul and the Maori for all his age
leaped Into the air like monkey caught n limb Just
above him and swung up out of tho way Just as the
maddened auliual shot under him

The force of the charge burled the boar In a mass ofvery thick and the dogs were at him Instantly
WIlh quickness and power that won my admirationhe tore frert from his whirled on
them only to find mo facing him

On he came with a grunt of rage My tunihl slidalong hR shoulder had missed

Quickly as I leaped to one shin the point or his iutf
caught my puttee on tho right knee with the danger-

ous upward thrust nnd I felt the Ivory rdgo graze nij

flesh while thee ripping tearing blow hurJed me further
out of his path and I fell on my face scrambling to

my foot and up on the stump Just as hr camo back at

mo with lowered head Tho dogs saved me for TVnli

nut though he had dropped to the ground was mot

near enough They fell on Ills flnuk and though In

did not turn away from me I had n chance to leap in

the ground nnd recover my spear Wnbanul tiros

saying itltno with great vigor and between tlmci
shouting Instructions to me to drive tho sf home

this time even If did not strike the vital spot

Hy manoeuvring around ho stump got n position

where the big follow could charge me in a short dls

tanco only he lost no time in freeing himself from i

the dogs and malting the effort
Shaking himself like a dog be lowered his bend nnj

plunged Bracing myself I suddenly lowered the

point of the tiiruhl and felt the henry shock as It

struck him deep In the very spot for which I had

aimed t
Even so before he fell I was forced back two pace

and the lashings of the slnshor were so badly serum

that It was of no more use to me that day lint till

big fellow was dead though the dogs my horre Wabn

nul and all bad had n very close call from his ivories

A Terrifying Charge-

A little later Captain Mylcslng bad a terrible en

counter In Maungntanlwn with a far less fortunate
ending Lie and Tuatiul a younger cousin of Walm

nul were both mounted and wore riding ljme afilC
close of a hunt in which the party had bocctno Frat
tcrod Thoy wore hurrying as they wished to get Into

good going ground before dark chine down and tho

tired dogs wore rotting to heel The scent of rongo

tote came strongly from the left whore there was u
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deep tiny among the papa rock The dogs plunge h-

at once and It wns apparent lu U few seconds time

that the hay wns n blind hole and the quarry was

cornered before it had had any chance whatever to

run Tethering their horses they cut theft way more

or less easily Into the bush nnd found that the place

where tho pigs had been was a sort of natural arnplil
theatre save In wet weather when It was filled wltb

the waters of a torrent that at tills time was no more

than a trickling stream running in a fall over the

rocks at the back From the signs more than one pl

had been stirred find It was not long before a young
boar and n sow were made out moving along the

rocks in the fringe of bush trying lo find an outlet or a

place where they could climb the sides ef the bay
Captain Mylcslng instructed the Maori to take the

one while ho look the other and cutting their way
they advanced constantly ready for the charge The
bout come first and Mylcslng speared him nicely no-

ticing
¬

as he did so that the dogs were plunging and
lunging In the bush to the left of him He was Just
about to withdraw his spear when there was a terrific
charge from n big old pig who had been in the
shadow The Mnorl was busy with the sow and was
somo lifts feet away The charge caught the officer

entirely unprepared and the boars tusk catching him I

in the thigh ripped him up to the waist and hurl J
him to the ground lie got to his feet snatched ti < j

spear from the body of the first boar und tried to get I

the big pj on the return charge but he was uuablo to

act with sufficient quickness in his wounded state and
in a moment more was face down on the rocks with

another terrible rip In his chest
Tuatiul rushed lo the rescue anti drove his knife

Into the boars heart aud dragged Captain MylealDS
into the open LIo was unconscious and In a pretty
bad state from loss of blood and from shockwhen ttc
Maori brought him Into the pa lied In the saddle but
skilful native surgery kept life In his body till Ia
could be taken aboard n schooner lu Wnangaroa Kay
Ue recovered ultimately but he will never hunt ogJlD
He has U Jimp thou a lame shoulder

He Is but one of the many who have felt the tutJ
of the Captain Cooks and serious Injuries and if-
talltics are not unusual In fact it laws often brastated that the percentage of loss of life Is higher this
in lion hunting and some of the very best siporlsintf
who have vcr come to New Zealand have ntukcd lL
roilgM ute close to the Malay seladang and the Afrlm
buffalo admittedly the most dangerous beasts to hush
In nil the world


